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ST. PETERSBURG – Tony
Award-winning Broadway and
film director Kenny Leon celebrated his 62nd birthday with
hundreds of his closest friends
and family at the University of
South Florida on Feb. 10.
Legacy-56, a non-profit
group of thought-leaders committed to changing the trajectory of south St. Pete,
presented
“The
Journey
Home—An Evening Honoring
the Legacy of Kenny Leon” as
part of their Sankofa Series.
With their first event bringing their superstar classmate
back home to St. Pete, the organization endeavors to build

capacity while making meaningful contributions to the community. The evening was full of
impressive local talent expressing themselves through the
arts while trips down memory
lane were taken all in an effort
to celebrate Leon’s life and
legacy.
Born Kenneth Leroy Leon
on Feb. 10, 1956, in Tallahassee
to Annie Ruth and Leroy Leon,
he is the oldest of five siblings.
The family moved to St. Pete
when he was nine years old and
here is where he received the
foundation to become the man
that he is today.
In the fall of 1971, Leon entered Northeast High School
as a freshman by way of 16th

Street Junior High School.
Legacy-56 President and classmate Dr. Katurah Jenkins Hall
said they witnessed social, political, psychology and intellectual warfare through private
classroom discourses with
their favorite educators and
mentors.
Classmates tackled decades
of Leon’s life, regaling the audience with stories and showing
the occasional photo of yesteryear. Dr. Linda Mizell spoke
about the federal government’s
Upward Bound Program they
attended together at then
Florida Presbyterian College,
now known as Eckerd College.
It was there that Leon made
See LEGACY, page 7

Integration in St. Pete
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – After
watching a showing of “A Raisin
in the Sun,” the American Stage
Theater treated theatergoers to a
community conversation that tied
the themes of the play in with current issues plaguing the city—integration and assimilation.
Moderating the discussion
was Patrick A. Jackson, education
associate at American Stage. A
resident of St. Pete since last July,
Jackson also plays the role of
Joseph Asagai in the current production of “A Raisin in the Sun.”
The panel included Kenny
Irby, Community Intervention Director at the St. Pete Police Department and pastor at Bethel
AME Church; Deputy Mayor and
City Administrator Dr. Kanika

Kenny Irby, Community Intervention Director
at the St. Pete Police Department
Tomalin and Ronnell Mont- Center.
gomery, vice chair, diversity and
Tomalin, a fifth-generation city
Inclusion, St. Pete Chamber of resident, noted that she has perCommerce and community out- sonally witnessed great change in
reach specialist at the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood Family
See INTEGRATE, page 8
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –Speaking
at a Legacy Week event earlier
this month, Dr. Tonjua Williams,
St. Petersburg College’s first
African American and first
woman president, spoke about
her determination and ability to
take a critical eye to herself to become the success she is today.
Paying tribute to her mother
who raised three children as a
single mom, Williams said that
before her mother passed away
she shared some advice with
her: “She said, ‘Don’t sell your
soul to get there,’” noted
Williams, SPC’s seventh president.
“I think beautiful and strong
people are authentic and remain
themselves,” she stated, “no matter what their salaries are, no
matter what their positions are,
no matter what kind of car they
drive or the house that they pull
it up to. If you’re going to be
strong and beautiful inside and
out, you have to love yourself inside and out.”
When you decide not to be
yourself, she cautioned, you have
sold your soul. You’ve got to be
not only yourself, she urged, but
your best self. Williams explained that she has spent 15
years outside her job volunteering on the football field for the
Lakewood Jr. Spartans.
What does that have to do
with being a college president?
“It has everything to do with
being a college president,” she
stressed, “because I use that time
to learn how to give, to learn how
to love, appreciate, value, listen
understand. I think the biggest
thing I learned from those kids is
that with love, there’s nothing
they can’t do.”
Of her personal journey to
become a college president,
Williams explained that it doesn’t
matter where you came from but
where you’re going. She also
urged young people to get to
know their grandparents.
“Trust me,” she said, “they
know way more than you know,
they have more strength and
wisdom than you do, and they
can help you avoid some of the
See SUCCESS, page 11
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Maybe children will lead us this time

I AM:
Rosa Jackson
By Gwen Reese
In 1973, Rosa Jackson, a
retired dietary worker,
started a family and community tradition of serving
Thanksgiving dinner to the
public. In an article written
by Jon Wilson in 1998, her
oldest grandson Darryl
Jones is quoted saying, “My
grandmother retired in
1973 and decided to combat
loneliness by having people
over for Thanksgiving.”
Mrs. Jackson often said,
one day as she was sitting
on her porch feeling lonely
and sorry for herself, God
spoke to her. Being a good
servant, she was obedient
and every year since that
day she cooked and served
the dinner without charge.
She served about 50
people in her home the first
year. Each year the number
of people coming for a free,
home-cooked and delectable meal increased. Eventually, the crowd outgrew
her home and the annual
dinner was moved from her
home on Eighth Avenue
South to Campbell Park
Recreation Center.
Initially, Mrs. Jackson incurred the cost of the meals
herself but as the numbers
grew each year she started
receiving donations of
money and food. The dinner
was open to anyone and
what a dinner it was; turkeys
with all the trimmings,
hams, an array of vegetables including collard
greens, mashed potatoes
and gravy and punch to
wash it all down.
Everyone was wel-

comed. Many of the people
who came together to eat
and fellowship had no family
to share the holiday with
while others may have been
homeless. Leftovers, if any,
were taken to a local nursing home. In 1996, Mrs.
Jackson told a Times reporter, “There are two reasons I keep doing this. One,
for people who have nobody
and nothing, and two, this is
a family I’ve created and it’s
an enjoyment for me to be
with them.”
Mrs. Jackson continued
the annual tradition of serving Thanksgiving dinner for
23 years and it did not end
when she died in 1996 at the
age of 73. Grandson Darryl
continued the tradition for
many years. She was the
matriarch of the family and
the family saw the dinners
as her legacy.
In the article referenced
above, grandson Darryl
talks about the amount of
planning needed to make
sure everything would go
smoothly. Darryl’s mother,
Eloise Jones, continued to
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prepare the grocery list and
shop as she had done when
her mother was alive. The
food was prepared in Darryl’s home and transported
to Campbell Park by volunteers. Often more than 60
volunteers helped with the
dinner. In 1998, 200 to 300
people were expected to attend.
In Feb. 2013, Darryl
died from cancer 10 days
before his 51st birthday. But
the tradition continued with
his son Darryl, Jr., two
daughters and a younger
grandson Allen Jackson. I
recently met Allen on a Saturday afternoon at Gallarie
909 in the Skyway Mall. I
was told by gallery owner
Carla Bristol that Allen
makes the best funnel
cakes. During our brief conversation, he asked if I knew
Rosa Jackson. My response
was a resounding YES and
because of that chance encounter, I was inspired to tell
you about this phenomenal
woman. Thank you A.J.
Sources: St. Petersburg
Times 1996, 1998 and 2002.

Dear Editor:
In Bob Marley’s iconic
anthem of conscience, “Redemption Song,” he asked,
“How long shall they kill
our prophets while we
stand aside and look?”
Florida now joins that
ugly tragic club of states
that have seen their children sacrificed to the false
god of gun obsession. Too
many are hiding behind
the Second Amendment
and refusing to come to
some common sense solutions that would at least
make it harder for crazy
people to kill us.
Now the students are
getting tired of watching
the grown people do little
to protect them and are
planning a march on
Washington March 24. As
students are confronting
terror, our president is
blaming the FBI and
everything but the fact
that military weapons
bought legally are mowing
down people in the
church, in movie theaters
and in our schools.
Days after the public
execution of President
John F. Kennedy, a solemn
Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.
spoke words that ring true
still today.
Our late President was
assassinated by a morally
inclement climate. It is a
climate filled with heavy
torrents of false accusation,
jostling winds of hatred,
and raging storms of violence.
It is a climate where
men cannot disagree without being disagreeable, and
where they express dissent
through violence and murder. It is the same climate
that murdered Medgar
Evers in Mississippi and six
innocent Negro children in
Birmingham, Ala.
So in a sense, we are all
participants in that horrible
act that tarnished the image
of our nation. By our silence, by our willingness to
compromise principle, by
our constant attempt to
cure the cancer of racial injustice with the Vaseline of
gradualism, by our readiness to allow arms to be
purchased at will and fired
at whim, by allowing our
movie and television
screens to teach our children that the hero is one
who masters the art of
shooting and the technique
of killing, by allowing all
these developments, we
have created an atmosphere
in which violence and hatred have become popular
pastimes. Martin L. King
Jr. 1963
King also said that we
lived in a “10-day country”
where the anger and passion will give way to business as usual. President
Obama lamented after yet
another mass murder that
our responses have be-

come “too routine.”
The question is do we
care to do anything other
than pray and feel sorry
about this? I don’t think
the people losing loved
ones are so nonchalant.
Maybe this time the
Florida school children
will do what no one else
has been able to…demand that politicians do
something about mental
health and weapons of
mass murders.
The student’s march
on Washington will not be
about liberal and conservative; it will not be about red
Republican or blue Democrats and it will not be
about race. This march is
in fact about how easy it is
to obtain guns more lethal
than what was used in
Vietnam. These weapons
are not aimed at terrorist
or the Viet Cong, but at unarmed men, women and
children running for their
lives while others hide behind worn out excuses.
The murderers who
slaughtered in Las Vegas,
Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown,
Conn., Orlando and now
Parkland, obtained these
weapons legally. Not pistols or shotguns to protect
their homes but militarystyle weapons to spread
horror.
Spare me that crap
about if you take guns
away only criminals will
have them! You think that
there are no criminals in
Japan or Germany? Is
there no mentally unstable
in Canada or Australia? Of
course, there are!
What is different is that
it is much harder to get an
assault weapon in those
countries! Do not blame diversity either because
Britain and France have
multicultural societies but
not as many mass murders
as we have. Even in this
country, there are fewer
murders in states that
have stricter gun control.
No one is asking America to give up her guns and
have no means of protection. That is the bold-faced
lie the gun people yell out
to keep from having a sane
conversation about common sense machine gun
control.
The NRA will tell you
that the problem is that we
have enough laws and all
that is needed is to enforce
the ones we have. Alright
well, what is the NRA
doing about that? They are
pretty good about lining
the pockets of mostly Republican politicians who in
return go nowhere near
any real gun control, even
though the majority of the
American public says it
wants something done!
Yes, even gun owners
say they would like stricter
background checks and
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fewer assault weapons on
the streets but Republicans conveniently ignore
those wishes in favor of
money from the NRA.
Where was the NRA
when Philando Castile was
killed after telling the policeman he had a legally
registered gun and what
Republican stood up for
the Marissa Alexander
who went to jail for firing a
warning shot under the
Stand Your Ground law?
Both just happened to be
black and frankly, race is a
fuel that drives many of the
gun nuts.
The Second Amendment was made when
there were no police and
no machine guns. It also
talks about a well-regulated Militia, which to me
suggest that people be well
trained to use their guns.
No one wants to stop people from protecting their
family but you don’t need
weapons made for warfare.
Donald Trump attempted to deflect attention from his “Putin love”
by suggesting that the FBI
could have done more to
prevent the Florida murders as if there were not
enough agents to investigate Russian attacks on
our democracy and domestic threats. He talks
about mental health instead of his NRA masters
as being the problem
while he tries to take
money away from health
care.
What good is a wall
when children cannot feel
safe in school or grandma
cannot go to church? He is
not the first president to
endure mass murders but
when was the last time you
heard President Obama or
even President Bush
being
accused
by
teenagers for using their
classmate’s death for his
own personal benefit?
Dr. King was once
asked why he risked his
life and spent so much
time away from his own
families. He looked around
and said, “For the children.”
Now there is another
march planned in Washington by children not for
civil rights but for their
lives. I hope that the spirit
of Dr. King will be there
with them.
Rivers-Cleveland
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NAACP-109 Years Old
Last Monday, Feb. 12,
2018, the NAACP turned
109 years old. The oldest
and the boldest civil
rights organization works
daily to address the issues of political education, economic and social
racial injustices, adhering
to its founder’s original
mission.
In St. Petersburg
Branch No. 5130 has
worked diligently to address issues of racial and
social injustices in relevant and meaningful
ways. We are actively supporting efforts to ensure
that the NAACP’s legal
defense fund is successful in their fight to ensure
our children receive a
quality education within
the Pinellas County
School system. We have
held parent forums providing opportunities for
parents to voice their experiences and concerns.
We have worked to
ensure that disabled veterans have the right to
live where they choose.
Just recently our efforts
have involved advocating
on behalf of AfricanAmerican employees to
be free from racial injustices in the workplace
within in one of our downtown bars.
We are currently
working to address the
underlying social and
economic issues that
have created an epidemic
of diabetes and kidney related illness that have
black people dying disproportionately from dis-

eases that can be prevented with proper exercise and diet.
We are working to
bridge gaps between the
St. Petersburg Police Department and feelings of
individual’s civil rights
being violated on one of
the most revered holidays in the African- American community. On the
Dr. Martin Luther King
holiday, the AfricanAmerican
community
came under siege to a
presence of law enforcement that resembled a
police state. We are working to ensure that our parents are trained to
advocate on behalf of
their children.
Our current calendar
includes the following:
• Tuesday, Feb. 27 @
5 p.m. participating in discussion with community
leaders at PTC regarding
the workforce development strategy in south St.
Petersburg
• Tuesday, Feb. 27 @
6:30 p.m. the NAACP
General
Membership
Meeting @ Enoch Davis
Center
• Wednesday, March
7 @ 7 p.m. co-sponsoring
a community event in
partnership with the Innocence Project at Allendale United Methodist
Church
• Saturday, March 24
from 10-2 p.m. @ Enoch
Davis Center in partnership with Janice Starling
Williams and many others to host a radical community health fair to

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

The wife of
educate our community
on how to defeat diabetes
and kidney related diseases
• Dr. Noliwe Rooks
(TBD)
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP is aggressively and boldly addressing issues of social,
political, educational and
racial injustices and our
efforts to build is ongoing. In an effort to recruit
1,000 new members in
2018, the St. Petersburg
branch is hoping to recruit 109 of those members in honor of our
founders and our rich history.
Memberships can be
remitted to the St. Petersburg Branch NAACP P.O.
Box 35123, St. Petersburg FL 33705 for the following
membership
categories: Adult Sustaining Life Memberships:
$75.00 per year for 10
years; $30 yearly membership and $10 youth
and college memberships.
Maria L. Scruggs,
President, St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP

Northeast hearts toward Douglas High
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The students at Northeast
High School are filled with
words of hope and encouragement for the community of Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in
Parkland, Fla., who last
week experienced a tragic
mass school shooting.
“This tragedy really hit
home to the students here
at Northeast who perhaps
take drills a little as a joke,
especially given the fact
that they were just sitting
on the floor in a lock down
practice the day before,”
said Kristin Bercume, director of Northeast Academy of Finance. “Our
heart goes out to that
community.”
The tragedy has a personal story for the Northeast community because
both schools house one of
the few National Distinguished Academy of Finance.
“They are part of our
family.”

The students in
Northeast High’s Academy of Finance used their
artistic skills to make colorful hearts made out of
construction paper and
set up a table during
lunch time for students to
scribe inspirational messages. The hearts are
being sent to Douglas
High School in hopes that
they know they are not
suffering alone in the
tragedy.
“We talked about it as
a class to see what we
could do to send our condolences to Douglas
High School in light of the
shooting,” said John
Michaels Elliott, a student
in the Academy of Finance and a team member
of the Achieva Credit
Union, Viking branch.
The students came up
with the note stand because it allows the entire
school to show compassion and send a message
of hope. Elliott said the
students at Northeast
tried to show that we’re
thinking of Marjory

Stoneman Douglas High
School and that they’re in
their prayers.
“My message would
be to love everybody that
you can. Love your life
and keep every moment
precious,” said Elliott.
“You don’t know when
you could lose somebody
that is dear to you. Love
uncontrollably and there
won’t be any regrets.”
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Have you ever truly taken the time
to appreciate the sacrifices that women
have made so that others could have a
better life? Many times her offerings
go unnoticed because people do not
miss what they never knew they had.
Other times her sacrifices are simply
under-appreciated because she is
“doing what she is supposed to do.” Is
she supposed to defer her dreams?
Meet Coretta Scott King, a woman
who many simply know as the wife of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scott King
lived from April 27, 1927, through Jan.
30, 2006. In addition to being an author, she helped lead the Civil Rights
Movement in the 1960s. Because she
was an accomplished singer, many
times Scott King incorporated music in
her civil rights work.
After graduating from Lincoln Normal School as valedictorian in 1945,
Scott followed her sister (Edythe) by
attending Antioch College through its
Interracial Education Program.
It was at Antioch where Scott King
became politically active. This was
largely inspired by her experience
of racial discrimination when the
local school board denied her request
to perform her second year of required
practice teaching at Yellow Springs
public schools.
She appealed to the Antioch College administration, which sought to
remedy the situation by employing her
at the college’s associated laboratory
school for a second year. When Scott
King won a scholarship to the New
England Conservatory of Music, she
transferred. There is where she met
her husband.
Although Scott King discovered
ways to infuse her musical voice into
her civil rights work, she understood
that by marrying Dr. King she would
need to forgo her aspirations of having
a career in the music industry. For the
love of one man and then for the love
of millions of people, she sacrificed.
This act became symbolic for many
African-American women during the
movement. Have you ever loved like
that?
Scott King was not oblivious to the
sexism of the Civil Rights Movement.
In the

January 1966 issue of “New
Lady” magazine, Scott King said in
part, “Not enough attention has been
focused on the roles played by women
in the struggle. By and large, men
have formed the leadership in the civil
rights struggle but...women have been
the backbone of the whole civil rights
movement.”
Note, this was the woman who
had the vow to obey her husband removed from her 1953 wedding ceremony.
After her husband’s assassination,
Scott King took on the leadership of
the movement after Josephine
Baker declined her offer to do so. As a
result, Scott King expanded her focus
to include a number of other causes
such as women’s rights, LGBT rights,
economic issues, world peace and various other causes.
During a Solidarity Speech in December of 1968, Scott King called for
women to “unite and form a solid block
of women power to fight the three
great evils of racism, poverty and war.”
This explains in many ways how
today’s events mirror those of yesterday.
As expected, Scott King continued
to be an active advocate for AfricanAmerican equality. In addition,
she founded the King Center and successfully sought to make his birthday
a national holiday.
Some only know of Scott King as
the wife of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Her memory should not be limited to
just that.
Scott King once said of her sister
Edythe, a woman who became the first
African American to attend Antioch
College on a completely integrated
basis: “Pioneering is never easy, and all
of us who followed my sister at Antioch
owe her a great debt of gratitude.”
Scott King was inducted into the Alabama Women’s Hall of Fame. She has
been referred to as “First Lady of the
Civil Rights Movement.” She too is a
pioneer. For her, we are all grateful.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Community Development Advisory Board will hold
the following public meetings:
March 12, 2018 – 6:00 PM:
• Presentations by the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018-2019 Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Subrecipient Applicants – Applicants will present information
regarding their project or program in which they are seeking funding.
March 26, 2018 – 6:00 PM:
• FY 2018-2019 CDBG Action Plan Funding Recommendations (Public Hearing)
Both meetings will be held at:
Largo City Hall Community Room – 201 Highland Ave., Largo, FL 33770
These meetings are open to the public. The meeting on March 26, 2018, is a Public Hearing
and there will be a public comment period at the meeting. Comments from the public will
also be accepted in writing and can be sent to the attention of Arrow Woodard, either
electronically to housing@largo.com or by mail to City of Largo, Community Development
Department, PO Box 296, Largo, FL 33779.
The City of Largo is committed to providing reasonable accommodation for meeting access
and communication for persons with disabilities and non-English speaking persons. Anyone
needing assistance or further information with regard to this meeting should contact the City
Clerk’s Office at (727) 587-6710 or the Library TDD line at (727) 587-6778 at least two days
prior to the meeting.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Local filmmakers explore suicide in web series
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
In 2015, Demetrius Diaz
suffered
two
heartwrenching losses when
two of his closest friends
committed suicide.
“I was feeling like,
what more could I have
done for them?” Diaz said.
He wondered if they felt
as though they didn’t
have anyone to talk to and
confide in.
“Losing them made
me become more conscious of what I say to
people,” he said. “It made
me not take life, family
and
friendship
for
granted.
Trying to find a way to
express the pain and confusion he felt after his
loss, he started a video
project to encourage others in pain to find help and
therapy instead of harming themselves or someone else.
As the idea began to
take shape, Diaz asked
his friends Anthony
House and Ryan Brison to
join him.
Brison now serves as
the director and writer for
the show they call
“Deleted Reality.” The
project is a video series
about people dealing with
mental illness and the
challenges and stigma
that comes along with the
disease.
While the series
works to show the struggles of dealing with a
mental illness for any race
or nationality, they do
stress the need for open
discussion in minority
communities.
“It is still something
people in minority com-

L-R, Anthony House (director of
photography), Ryan Brison (writer/director),
Demetrius Diaz (creator/co-director)
munities don’t like to talk
about,” Brison said. “We
have a diverse cast on all
the episodes, but we do
focus heavily on minority
communities because we
don’t think they have that
platform to talk about
mental health.”
Diaz agrees and says
he hopes the project will
help people realize how
important it is to talk and
to listen.
“This is a real issue in
everyday life,” Diaz said.
“We need to be more educated about different issues in our society that we
live with on a day-to-day
basis.”
The show follows two
main characters; one is
Christopher Collins, a life
coach and mental health
counselor who works with
several clients dealing
with some form of mental
illness. As Collins offers
advice to his patients in
each episode, he battles
“The Evil,” a representation of things coming to
the surface in his own
mental health.
“As he helps and advises them (his patients),
it brings to the surface

things that he has been
suppressing but needs to
deal with in some way,”
Brison said.
The team began working turning “Deleted Reality” into a series in 2016
and since that time they
have had the opportunity
to share their work, including a recent showing
at Ball Room 66 in Pinellas Park. Brison said the
reception they’ve received
has been amazing.
“We’ve had several
viewings sold out with
standing room only,” he
said. “Many audience
members were crying.
The response we got was
that it was relatable and
they wished that they had
tried to help people in
their families or their
friends and given them
their undivided attention.”
The group has also attended several community events to promote the
show and the message
that there should be no
stigma or shame in dealing with mental illness.
“We want people to
know that it is important
to talk about it,” Brison
said. “It’s best to have that

conversation and get
ahead of it and speak to it
to create healing at an earlier stage.”
So far there are five
completed episodes with
plans to shoot two more.
The team is currently

talking with investors to
try and get picked up by
one of the networks. But
if that doesn’t happen, Brison said they are ready to
move forward and make
the show a web series
with the first episode

ready to view on YouTube
on Feb. 28.
To learn more about
the series, you can visit
the group’s Facebook
page by typing “Deleted
Reality” in any search engine.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mayor to rename library after
President Obama

Food is medicine

ST. PETERSBURG –
Mayor Rick Kriseman announced the renaming of
the city’s main library, located at 3745 9th Ave N, to
honor President Barack
Obama this Monday, Feb.
19, President’s Day.
With its new name
will come a $6 million
renovation, much of the
funding being provided
by the Penny for Pinellas
sales tax.
Constructed in the
early 1960s, the new design will be more handicap-accessible; will come
complete with a reno-

The Cooking Matters
program from the University of Florida (UF) Family
Nutrition Program (FNP)
returns to Campbell Park
Recreation Center Wednesday for a six-week course
series, teaching participants how to eat healthy on
a budget.
This time, UF is collaborating with the health education program Food Is
Medicine (FIM) for their
second series since last August with their first series
“Cooking Matters For
Families.”
“We have the same objective under the umbrella,” said Nan C. Jensen,
Extension
Agent
of
UF/IFAS Extension for
Family and Consumer
Services.
Donna Hortz, program
assistant of FNP, continues
to instruct the classes. The
sessions include researching, planning, shopping
and cooking healthy meals
such as fruit salads, black
beans and vegetable quesadillas.
The new supplements
come from FIM, which includes free health screenings monitored by Baycare
nurses from St. Anthony’s
Hospital. They will hold the
screenings for the first and

vated patio to host events
and parties and technological upgrades will be
featured throughout the
structure.
With buildings and
roads across the country
starting to pop up bearing
the nation’s 44th president’s name, Mayor
Kriseman said it was
about time St. Pete did
the same.
“He is a man who
served honorably for two
terms and has already
been ranked by historians
as one of our better presidents,” said Kriseman,

BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

adding that a library
would best bear his name
because it’s “where books
are read, ideas are exchanged, research is conducted and where forums
and lectures can take
place.”
Library director Mika
Nelson said the library is
soliciting feedback. A
new sign with the president’s name most likely
will not be displayed until
renovations are complete. The plan must pass
city council’s approval,
which will unlikely face
any opposition.

last sessions to “observe
the participants progress
during the weeks,” said
Hortz. The screenings
check on the participants’
weight and blood pressure.
“We monitor the impact
of eating healthy food,”
Hortz also said.
In addition, participants
will receive $10 vouchers
every class to purchase
fresh produce. The vouchers are redeemable only at
Gulfport Produce, a local
produce stand that will be
present during sessions for
purchases.
FIM started two years
ago at Florida Hospital Carrollwood in Hillsborough
County designed to improve areas that are considered food deserts obtain
food access through educational guides and tools.
“These are areas people have no access to fresh
produce,” Rev. Canon Katie
Churchwell, FIM’s community organizer, said.
FIM came to St. Petersburg last summer after receiving a grant from the
Cathedral Church of St.
Peter to fund the program.
Churchwell, who is the
Canon for Community Formation
at
Cathedral
Church, partnered with
Campbell Park Elementary
for mentoring classes and
donations.
It was through her ex-

periences,
Churchwell
said, of talking with students, meeting their families and knowing more
about the neighborhood
such as the closing of Walmart in Midtown’s Tangerine Plaza that she wanted
to give back.
“How can you bring an
immeasurable change to
people’s health,” Churchill
asked herself.
It was through chance
meetings with UF FNP
members that she decided
to partner with the Cooking Matters.
“This program can now
turn something that was
immeasurable into reality,”
Churchwell said.
Other partnerships involved with FIM include
the City of St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation Department and Healthy St.
Pete. The recreation center
is located at 601 14th St. S,
the free two-hour courses
goes every Wednesdays
until March 28 from 6-8
p.m.
For more program information,
go
to
spcatheral.com/food-is-medicine/ or contact Amanda
Warmbold at 727-582-2463 or
awarmbold@co.pinellas.fl.us.

BUILDING A
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ENERGY FUTURE
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Memorable Moments
in African American
History

Give your
money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher
interest rates on your cash with Wells Fargo.
Talk to a banker for more details.
Offer expires April 8, 2018.
Platinum
Savings Account

Fixed Rate CD

1.25%

1.60%

Interest rate for 3 months1

0.32%

Annual Percentage Yield
for 13 months2

Annual Percentage Yield1

• New deposits of $25,000

• New deposits of $25,000

• Wells Fargo’s highest
savings interest rate

• Funds are FDIC-insured
up to the maximum
allowable limits

• Funds are FDIC-insured
up to the maximum
allowable limits

1. Special interest rate and Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 0.31% is valid for the Platinum Savings accounts opened in ID,
MN, NE, UT and WA. Special interest rate and APY of 0.32% is valid for Platinum Savings accounts opened in CT, DC, FL, MD,
NY, TN and VA. Interest rates and APYs available 2/12/2018 to 4/08/2018; subject to change at any time without notice. Special
Interest Rates are available for accounts with aggregate balances up to $1 million, and require $25,000 deposited to the account from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is a blended APY which is
based on the Special Interest Rate for the promotional period and the Standard Interest Rate for remaining months. Minimum
daily account balance of $25,000 must be maintained to earn the shown Special Interest Rate and blended APY. The account
will revert to the Standard Interest Rate for any day the balance falls below the $25,000 minimum daily balance. Interest is
compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account.
As of 2/12/2018 the standard APYs for Platinum Savings accounts in ID, MN, NE, UT and WA with $0.01 and above is 0.01% and
for accounts in CT, DC, FL, MD, NY, TN and VA is 0.03%. Each tier shown reflects the current minimum daily collected balance
required to obtain the applicable APY. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. Platinum Savings’ monthly
service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may reduce earnings.
Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice.
2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective February 12, 2018 - April 8, 2018 and subject to change at any time without notice.
New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000 brought to Wells Fargo from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., or
its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term:
For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of
the term). For terms of 12 months or more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for early
withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to initial term only. At
maturity, the special rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 12 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs
not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise. APY shown offered at Wells Fargo Bank locations in
CT, DC, FL, ID, MD, MN, NE, NY, TN, UT, WA and VA only.
Offers cannot be combined with any other consumer deposit offer. Minimum opening deposit requirement of at least
$25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer.
If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring $25,000 minimum opening deposit, you will be
required to do so with another $25,000 opening deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Reproduced,
purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. Minimum opening deposit cannot be transferred from an account at Wells Fargo.
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
© 1999-2018 Wells Fargo. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801

By Gwendolyn Reese
The
headline
“NAACP launches drive
for 5,000 new members”
appeared in the St. Petersburg Times “Local”
and “National Negro
News” on Aug. 8, 1953, is
a testimony to the inequalities and atrocities
endured by black people
and the important role
played by the NAACP in
our community.
The campaign to recruit 5,000 new members
was held at Campbell
Park. The main speaker
was Robert W. Saunders,
a law student at University of Detroit and Field
Director of the NAACP.
Saunders was asked by
Walter White, then executive director of the
NAACP, to return to
Florida and replace
Harry T. Moore as
Florida’s field director. A
post he held from 19521966.
Saunders
worked
closely with Thurgood
Marshall to free two
black men falsely accused of raping a white
woman in Groveland, Fla.
In his speech he emphasized the need for new
members by listing several legal cases of the day
including two local cases,
one occurring at St. Petersburg Municipal Pier
and one concerning practices of segregation in
local courts. “Negroes
were banned from the
courtroom during trials
of white offenders and
cases involving Negroes

are held after all white trials have been handled.”
Saunders
said
the
NAACP was preparing to
take action in both cases.
Saunders also cited
Moore and Noah W. Griffin in his speech. Moore
started the Brevard
County NAACP in 1934.
He also organized the
Florida State Conference
of the NAACP and soon
became its unpaid executive secretary. Moore investigated and compiled
reports on lynching and
police brutality until the
bombing of his home on
Christmas Day 1951. He
died on the way to the
hospital and his wife, Harriette, died nine days
later.
Noah W. Griffin, a
principal of Gibbs High
School, successfully won
a court battle in the state
of Florida in a fight to
equalize the pay of black
teachers to that of white
teachers. In that fight, he
was represented by a
young Thurgood Marshall, later to become the

first black member of the
U.S. Supreme Court.
Griffin was fired because
of his NAACP activities.
Saunders ended his
address by “urging every
Negro citizen to join
forces with the NAACP.”
He stated that most of the
money needed must
come from membership
drives. The campaign
was boosted by Mrs. F.A.
Ponder, the Rev. L.A. Latimore, the Rev. Enoch D.
Davis, Richard Smith Sr.,
Willie Drayton, W.R.
Johnson Jr., and Mrs.
Elizabeth Mainor.
In 2015, the new and
expanded Robert W.
Saunders, Sr. Public Library opened in Tampa.
The $7 million, two-story
library is a historical
archive for the once thriving black Central Avenue
that was home to blackowned
businesses,
school and the Harlem
Branch Library, which
served as a gathering
place for community issues during pre-integration days.

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

The defeated critique
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Do you guard what enters your
body, your spirit and your mind? Negative messages linger all around, but
do you reject that which is not your
truth or do you allow others to define
what is true for you?
Meet Tyra Lynne Banks, the first
African-American woman to be featured on the covers of “GQ” and the
“Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue,” as
well as the first African American chosen for the cover of the “Victoria’s Secret” catalog. Born Dec. 4, 1973, she is
a former internationally-known model,
businesswoman, producer, television
personality, actress, author and singer.
Banks’ extensive body of work has
led to her receiving numerous awards,
nominations and recognition. “Time”
magazine has ranked her among the
world’s most influential people on several occasions. She is only one of four
African Americans and seven women
to have this repeated distinction.
Banks began her career as a model
at the age of 15. This pursuit occurred
despite being teased relentlessly by
her childhood peers about her appearance.
Admittedly, Banks has publicly said
that she was first bullied at home by
her brother. As a result, from 7 to 10
years old she bullied others at school.
Then, a natural thing happened. By the
age of 11, Banks grew three inches
and lost 30 pounds. The roles switched
and she became the target of the insults.
Banks has stated: “People bully because they want their power back. People bully because they feel powerless
and to get that power you have to take
it from somebody else.”
As a result of being on both sides of
bullying, Banks became sensitive to
young girls and the issues they have as

a result of being bullied. How many
can relate to this?
With a strong support system,
Banks was able to defeat the critique
and walk in her strength. When she
got the opportunity to model in Europe, she did the courageous thing and
took it. She moved to Milan, Italy. Her
career took off.
By 1993, Banks signed a contract
with Cover Girl cosmetics. She began
acting in 1993 and her film debut occurred in 1995. In 2003, Banks created,
presented and produced a successful
reality television show. By 2010, she
published a young adult book.
Her professional start was not easy.
Banks was rejected by four modeling
agencies before she was signed by L.A.
Models. She remained with them for a
short time before switching to Elite
Model Management at the age of 16.
Banks’ impressive portfolio illustrates that there is power in what you
determine as your truth. Critics will always be present, yet Banks examples
the defeated critique by illustrating
what is possible when you operate
within the truth.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.
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The Journey Home—An Evening Honoring the Legacy of Kenny Leon
LEGACY, from front page

his official stage debut
under the direction of
Gibbs
High
School
speech
and
drama
teacher, the late Anthony
“Papa T” Thurston.
“With humor and flair,
Papa T challenged us to
master the use of words
so that we might speak as
courageous activist for
justice on whatever stage
our lives planted us,” said
Mizell.
It’s possible that Leon
already caught the acting
bug from his days at
Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church where Bishop
John L. Copeland tended
his flock. A Mr. Louis
Fillyau, who was known

for having a flair for the
dramatics, helped stage
fantastical Christian dramas that Leon acted in.
“We are molded and
shaped by our past experiences,” said Legacy-56
member Lorene Blossom
Gregory. “Kenny, when I
see you and the wonderful ways the Lord is using
you, I think about Macedonia and the seeds that
were planted in our youth
and I praise God for the
wondrous works he is
doing in your life.”
In 1978, Leon graduated from Clark College
in Atlanta with a degree in
political science. He attended Southwestern Uni-

versity School of Law in
Los Angeles for a brief period before returning to
Atlanta to try his hand at
acting.
“He followed his soul,”
said Loretta Monroe
Calvin, Legacy-56 board
member. “Thank you for
being real, for following
your heart and showing
us that believing and having faith is the right thing
to do.”
Leon became a member of the Academy Theater in Atlanta where he
worked as an actor and director. Here is where he
would run outreach programs at prisons, schools
and work with the home-

less population. After
years of touring, Leon
eventually became the
theater’s artistic director
and led the company for
the next 10 years.
In 2002, Leon founded
his own theater company
in Atlanta, the True Colors Theater Company,
which focuses on the rich
canon of African-American classics while branching out to include bold
interpretations of world
drama and a strong commitment to diverse new
voices.
Leon’s
Broadway
credits include a Tony
Awards for Best Direction
of a Play and Best Revival

for the 2014 production of
“A Raisin in the Sun,”
“The Mountaintop” starring Samuel L. Jackson
and St. Petersburg’s own
Angela Bassett, “Stick
Fly” produced by Alicia
Keys, August Wilson’s
“Fences” starring Washington and Viola Davis.
“I am a product of generational prayers,” said
Leon. “Growing up, I
could step into who I was
to become. I don’t know
how I got there; it only
could be because of the
prayers.”
Leon said his grandmother would always say,
“Take you wherever you
go.” These are words he

has lived by and they have
served him well.
“I’m not the kid who
went to Juilliard; I’m not
the guy who went to Yale.
I’m the guy who was born
in Tallahassee…with an
outhouse and a little farm.
I’m the guy who grew up
at 1034 18th Street, I’m the
guy who grew up with two
parents in the household
and thought we were rich.
I’m the guy that ate welfare cheese in my living
room. I’m the guy who
went to a small Baptist
church here in St. Pete.”
Deputy Mayor Dr.
Kanika Tomalin presented Leon with the Key
to the City.

Master of Ceremony
Senator Darryl Rouson
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American Stage holds relevant community conversation
INTEGRATE , from front page

the city in the past couple of
decades, and “monumental”
change for her family, as her
great-great-grandmother
lived in St. Pete.
“I can guarantee you
that she would never have
conceived of a time where
one of her descendants
would be the second authority in the city where she was
making her life and making
her living,” Tomalin said.
The deputy mayor
stated that opportunity has
changed significantly over
the decades, adding that the
best opportunity her grandmother could find was work
as a domestic servant—
all while raising 15 children.
“Because she set other
people’s tables, I feel like I’m
now able to sit around our
city’s most powerful tables
and make a difference for
future generations,” said
Tomalin, adding that her
grandmother has had two
grandchildren hold the
second highest office in
the city.
Montgomery, who was
born and raised in Los Angeles, has lived in St. Pete
for about 25 years. She witnessed the city’s growth
and saw great opportunities to make an impact in
many ways.
“There’s so many opportunities to volunteer, get involved, to have your voice
heard, and I guess that’s
what attracts me,” she said.
Irby, who is also president of Men and Women in
the Making, a community
and intervention outreach
program
for
at-risk
youths, has lived in the city
for nearly a quarter century
himself and noted that he
has seen “tremendous
change” in the St. Pete.
Coming here initially as a
faculty member at the Poynter Institute and only expecting to stay for about five

years, he wound up becoming a full-fledged resident of
a city where he wanted to
raise a family.
Jackson pointed out
that there was something
that drew him to St. Pete
while he was living in Sarasota, and decided to move
here permanently. As a
cast member in the American Stage production of “A
Raisin in the Sun,” Jackson
said that integration is one
of the many themes of Lorraine Hansberry’s groundbreaking family drama.
Concerning integration in St. Pete specifically,
Irby said he and his family
went through a period in
the mid-1990s where they
were given varied advice
as to where exactly in the
city it would be best for
them to settle. Irby and
his family ultimately found
a home in Stephenson
Manor.
“That was one of the
last communities to integrate and allow black people to own homes in that
area on the south side,”
Irby said, adding that while
he was looking for a home,
he was reminded of “what
St. Pete used to be,” only to
see it “transform in
tremendous ways.”
Tomalin explained that
segregation clearly can be
enforced but integration
has to be inspired.
“I think that as a community,” she went on, “our
collective conscious is still
working to get to that
place. I think that we have
‘9 to 5’ integration. We are
very much a progressive
community that understands and values diversity,
but that falls short of the
level of integration that I
think will take our city to
the next level.”
The deputy mayor underscored that integration

must be inspired and it’s
about “those social circles
where we create our selected family,” noting how
the world is getting smaller
through the internet and
social media.
Jackson said that as a
millennial, there’s a “consciousness” that his generation inherited since he
remembers what the world
was like before the internet. During pre-show
workshops for students,
Jackson and the cast members asked the students
what would they do if their
own dreams were deferred, referencing the
Langston Hughes line
from which “A Raisin in
the Sun” gets its title.
“And they were like,
‘That’s not an option!’,” he
said.
Tomalin said that children these days can become teachers of the adults
and we must honor what
they offer.
“Their experience is so
different from our own,”
she said.
Validation is so important for young people, Irby
pointed out.
“The idea of validating
their diverse thoughts, and
that their world is a different world that they’ve inherited—we do have to be
a foundation and guidepost
for them—but allowing
them to zig in places where
we zag, and to be creative
and innovative in new ways
as they pursue these challenges that we’re still struggling with as a society.”
Montgomery stressed
the importance of having
open discussions with the
younger generations.
“Let them fly, but let
them understand this is not
always as it has been, so
they’ve got to take the opportunities as they arise,”
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L-R, Patrick A. Jackson, Ronnell Montgomery, Dr. Kanika Tomalin and Kenny Irby
she said.
Directly quoting a line
from “A Raisin in the Sun,”
Jackson said, “‘People can
get awful worked up when
they feel that their whole
way of life and everything
that they have ever worked
for is threatened.’” As to
how a sentiment like that
relates to our local community today, Montgomery
said “equitable inclusion” is
important.
“It’s making sure that
people are brought up from
where they are,” she said,
“and it doesn’t take anything from anybody else.”
We’re on one continuum, Tomalin said, with
fear on one end and love on
the other. When we hear
that type of fear, she explained, enter a conversation or dynamic, “expressly
or implicitly, understanding
that in this human condition and experience there is
ability at all times to move
on that continuum, toward
that end of love.”
Pastor Irby maintained
that he believes the opposite end of fear on this continuum is faith.
“I wouldn’t have made
the commitment to this city
that the city offered to me,”

he said, “if I really didn’t
think that there was genuine intentionality around
creating opportunities for
all the citizens in this city, in
its diverse manifestations.”
What we have to do,
Irby pointed out, is to “be in
dialogue and not diatribe”
about all the possibilities
and benefits for citizens in
the south side and the
north side of St. Pete.
As for concrete things
that have happened in the
city to move us toward a
more inclusive community, Montgomery said
there are programs in
place to assist minorityowned businesses and not
making it so cost-prohibitive for some to join the
Chamber of Commerce.
Tomalin said when she
and the rest of the Mayor
Kriseman administration
took office in 2014, it focused on approach. For a
long time, she explained,
the city government as it
related to the transformation of disenfranchised
areas was focused on
“place-making.” The Kriseman administration decided to focus on people
as much as places.
“As a result, we have

wraparound services that
are lifting people out of
poverty every day in great
numbers,” she said. “The
poverty rate is being eradicated in St. Petersburg at
a rate faster than the state
and the nation in all the
peer cities we compare
ourselves to. And the
African-American poverty
rate is moving even faster
than that.”
This is happening in
sustainable ways, Tomalin
added, that will allow people to self-perpetuate their
new lifestyles, so the tangible shift will come with
what they are able to do for
themselves.
Since he works with the
area’s youth, Irby noted that
St. Pete was the only city in
America to adopt President
Obama’s My Brother’s
Keeper initiative and to expand it to My Brother and
Sister’s Keeper initiative.
“We do care about all the
children across the city and
recognize that access to success is different across the
city,” he said.
“A Raisin in the Sun” is
on stage until Feb. 25.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

Celebrating Black History
Month with ASALH

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JENNIFER GAMBLE-THEARD

Black history month
is a time when people of
African ancestry can
come together in memory of our rich past. During the month of
February, we honor the
legacy of people of the
African Diaspora, their
achievements and contributions throughout history. It is an opportunity
for others to learn about
the experiences and triumphs against odds and
obstacles.
It is a time to acknowledge the vital role
that African Americans
have played throughout
our shared history in a
culturally diverse world.
At this time, AfricanAmerican history becomes the centerpiece of
many communities in
the United States, as well
as in Canada, the
Caribbean, the United
Kingdom, Mexico, Central America and South
America.
Let’s acknowledge
the father of black history, Dr. Carter Godwin

Woodson (1875-1950).
Dr. Woodson, an author
and historian, started the
Black History Week for
the second week of February in 1926 as a cultural institution that
focused on African
American identity and
history.
Eventually, the movement expanded into
Black History Month in
1976. Dr. Woodson was
born in Virginia in 1875
to former slaves who
could not read or write.
Through hard work and
diligence, he became the
second African American to graduate with a
Ph.D. from Harvard University.
Dr. Woodson wrote
many books over the
course of his career,
most notably the “Miseducation of the Negro”
(1933). With his dedicated focus, he lobbied
schools and organizations to participate in
special programs to encourage the study of
African-American history. In addition, he established the “Journal of
Negro History,” “The

Negro History Bulletin”
in 1937 and formed the
African-American
owned Associated Publishers Press in 1921.
In 1915, Dr. Woodson helped found the Association for the Study
of Negro Life and History, which was later
named the Association
for the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH). It is the
mission of ASALH to
promote, research, preserve, interpret and disseminate information
about black life, history
and culture to the global
community.
Here in St Petersburg, we are blessed to
have our own Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African
American History Museum at 230 9th Ave. S.
The museum offers a
continuous
flow
of
African-American cultural exhibits and activities in art, music and
special
presentations
front and center in which
the community can participate.
We are blessed to finally have the St Peters-

burg Association for the
Study of African American Life and History
branch. The St. Petersburg ASALH Inc. welcomes
The
Weekly
Challenger readers to be
a part of the new weekly
black history articles. In
the words of Dr. Woodson:
We should emphasize not Negro History,

but the Negro in History…The case of the
Negro is well taken care
of when it is shown how
he has influenced the development of civilization.”
Let’s celebrate Black
History Month…we are
blessed. We are blessed
to have had Dr. Woodson’s leadership and his
knowledge; his great

ideas that push us forward to embrace our collective memory and
showcase our history “front and center.”
Jennifer
GambleTheard, M.Ed. is a retired Pinellas County
educator in the study of
history and language. She
is also the historian for
the St. Petersburg Branch
of ASALH.

CONNECT WITH US!
St. Petersburg Colllege celebrates
Black History Month
We join with our comm
munity
y to
FRPPHPRUDWHWKHVLJQLȴFDQW
achievements of Africa
an Americans.
We honor the legacy off generations
of local leaders and citizens and
WKHLUSURIRXQGVDFULȴFHVDQG
exceptional contributio
ons. At SPC,
we stand united this month,
m
and
every month, to embra
ace our
GLYHUVLW\DQGIXOȴOORXUFRPPRQ
mission of bettering ou
ur society.

Learn more at spcolleg
ge.edu

“Intelligence plus
charracter—that is the
goal of true education.”
St. Petersburg College is committed to equal access/equal opportunity in its programs,
activities, and employment. For additional information visit www.spcollege.edu/eaeo/.

– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Daddy-daughter dance offers a
party with a purpose

673(7(56%85*&+$37(5

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Saturday, Feb. 24
from 6 to 9 p.m., The
B.I.G.
Entertainment
Group will hold their second daddy-daughter dance
titled “A King and His
Princess” at Pinellas Technical College’s St. Pete
campus.
Kelly
Sims,
who
founded B.I.G. Entertainment along with his wife
Kahlya, is excited about
their sophomore event.
“This year I think we’re
going to get a more diverse participation,” Sims
predicted. “The first year
we just reached out to the
community of the south
side, but the vision has
been to make it county
wide. Through networking
and being more involved
in the community, I’ve
been exposed to a larger
audience,” added the former pro-footballer-turnedminister
and
philanthropist.
This year’s event
boasts St. Pete’s own DJ
Blind on the turntables, a
storyteller, a poet and
some spoken word. The
storyteller will talk about
love and the poet will
speak about the relationship between girls and
their fathers.
Some of the proceeds
of the ball will help supplement a youth mission traveling to Belize from Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, where
Sims is a pastor. Another
portion will support the
church’s annual youth retreat.
This Saturday’s dance
is just the first of a series of
events the B.I.G. Entertainment Group has
planned over the next year.
“We built out our calendar to try to do one event
every quarter,” Sims
stated.
The next event will be
a track meet at Gibbs High
School on July 21. Sims’
nonprofit will be partnering with a charitable organization for disabled
veterans and another that
supports adaptive sports.
The event will be sanctioned by the Amateur
Athletic Union and will
bring together the two
groups in an event accessible to both populations.
B.I.G. Entertainment
will also offer another family
event in the spring. “When
we did the first daddydaughter event, the mothers asked, ‘What about us
and our sons?’ So, in the
springtime we’re going to
have a mother-son event.”
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STROKE SYMPTONS
SPEECH THERAPIST
ST. PETERSBURG
BLACK NURSES ASSOCIATION

The 2015 daddy-daughter dance
was a huge success.
Sims is well aware of
the challenges black families face, and when asked,
acknowledged that today’s
rate of absent black fathers
is inordinate.
“Absolutely, it’s not
only a crisis in my church,
in many churches, it’s a
crisis in our community.”
But for the Sims, the
dance has become a way
to combat the unsavory
images of black males and
absentee dads.
“I just think there’s so
much negative press in
our community when it
comes to black males and
the stereotypes, all saying
that we’re an endangered
species,” he said. “And we
are, in some aspects. But
there’s enough of the negative – we want to do
something big and create
some benevolent inspiration and have fun doing it.”
The spirit behind
B.I.G. Entertainment lies
in the three words that
make up their acronym:
“B” is for benevolent, “I” is
for inspiration and “G” is
for gregarious, or the fun
and excitement the events
engender, all while boosting the positive experiences of those who come
out to take part.
Sims’ intent for the
dance is clear. He wants to
provide a solution that
would inspire dads to have
a relationship with their
daughters and give them
an event that’s plug and
play.
“All you have to do is
show up,” he remarked.
When the fathers and
daughters arrive, they will
walk the red carpet, get
their photos taken and be
formally announced. Participants will be able to
dance, interact and do fun
activities with their daughters.
“Since the first time we
did it, my daughter has
been on me: ‘Daddy when
are we doing it again,
when are we doing it
again?’”

Sims related that it
wasn’t just dads that attended the first dance – it
was grandfathers, uncles
and other males in the
community who simply
“showed up” to help the
young attendees have the
time of their lives.
“We want to promote
father figures and get to
the point where if there’s a
need for someone to step
in to be a father, we have
that. We have a lot of programs in our community
that are men-centric and
there are male role models
out there that don’t mind
stepping up; I’m just trying
to connect the dots.”
And while the joy and
excitement were evident
on the faces of the pintsized princesses, the event
was a great success for the
men who accompanied
them. Many of the men
who attended had never
taken their daughters out
to an event.
Sims mentioned that
one of the great surprises
of the last dance was the
number of grown women
who showed up with their
dads. To Sims, it just
proved: “You’re always
daddy’s little girl, even
when you’re grown.”
There has been great
excitement and feedback
brewing around this Saturday’s dance. For instance,
one dad is thrilled to go,
but his daughter is making
him wear pink, a definite
sacrifice.
“The coordinated outfits, getting limo rides,
they’re just going all out
for their kids to create
those memories.”
A King and His
Princess Daddy-Daughter
Dance will be held this Saturday from 6 to 9 p.m. at
Pinellas Technical College,
3548 11th Ave. S. Tickets
can be purchased at Looking Good men’s store, 2201
34th St. S or Parker Advantage Financial Services,
833 22nd St. S.

6,&./(&(//


BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
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PARTNERS: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK NURSES
BRANDON MEDICAL CENTER
YBOR CITY STROKE REHAB CENTER
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LADY NAOMI L. NESBITT, PRESIDENT

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Words from the president
SUCCESS, from front page

th
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James Weldon Johnson
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program. The provost at
the time approached her
and said, “‘I heard you have
an attitude,’” Williams related. Williams responded
by saying she was working
on it.
“So I got through all of
that and started working up
the organization,” she said.
When she got to be an
associate provost, she
started thinking about her
dream job, which was to be
a provost. Yet even as she
continued to work as an associate provost, it began to
dawn on her that she could
someday be the college
president.
“Why not?” she remembered thinking. “I
work hard.
Love the
school.”
So Williams started
meeting with people and
asking them outright what
she doesn’t do well at her

job and what needs improvement.
“A strong person?
They’re not afraid of the
ugly parts of themselves,”
she asserted. “They’re not
afraid to address the issues,
they’re not afraid of hearing
the negative things about
them.”
If you’re going to be a
strong and beautiful individual, she said, be yourself.
“There is nothing
wrong with you,” Williams
urged everyone. “The
things that you need to fix?
Fix them! If you have an attitude, fix it! If you don’t
know how to talk to people,
learn! If you haven’t
learned how to listen, listen! If you’re a liar, stop
lying! But you can only be
yourself.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Satturddayy, March 17, 2018
1 00 a.m. ʹ 4:000 p.m.
10:0
Joinn the fun at 1059
0 18th Avenue Soutth, St. Peterrssburgg, FL
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x
x
x
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Thank You!
We, the family of the late Mother
Willie Mae Fletcher, are sincerely grateful for the
love, kindness, and other expressions of sympathy
shown to us during our bereavement. Your visits, cards,
and prayers have been sources of strength and comfort
during a difficult time. Please continue to keep up
lifted in prayer as we journey forward.
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart
and lean not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct thy path.” Proverbs 3:5-6
(Mother’s favorite scripture)

x

Moonwa
n a
Pupppet
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Musicc
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Elmo Ch
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Foodd (Available foor purchasa e ± All proceeds will benefit the librrary)
Walk for Readin
i g annd much, moree!
Veendors are welccome
For more information call 727.342
4 .2235 or send your emails to

This organization is committed to providi ing access, and reasonable accommodation iin itits serviices, pr
p ograms, andd actitivitie
tii s
for individuals withh disabilities. Individuals requiring disability related accommodations during this event please contact Kevini
Johnson at 727.3342.2 2235.
The scho
c ol / Organization, is neiither endorsing
s nor sponsoring
s
this event
e noor
approving or endorsing the view
i ws of the organization spoonsoring the activitty.
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pitfalls that they themselves experienced, if you
take the time to listen.”
Williams began her
tenure at SPC in 1986,
working in administrative
and academic roles. But
things weren’t all smooth
sailing for her. Admitting
she had a bit of an attitude
in those days, Williams said
she even challenged a
woman to a fight over a discrepancy about a financial
aid check. She ultimately
left the campus in a huff
and called her mother.
“‘I raised you to be
strong,’” Williams recalled
her mother telling her, before admonishing her that
she shouldn’t be stupid either. The elder Williams
told her daughter to go
back to the campus and
face up to what she had
done.
Williams did just that,
and when her superior
chastised her as well for
her behavior, Williams admitted her actions weren’t
acceptable and wouldn’t
ever happen again. She sullenly went about her job
after that but was told that
though she had the ability,
once again her attitude was
“horrible” and needed to
be fixed.
She started going to
meetings of other departments and groups and
even applied for a grant
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
GENESIS
WORSHIP
WORSHIP
CENTER
CENTER
CHURCH
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIEDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

When GOD is at the Helm
“When GOD is at the helm, there Is no greater ride: With
JESUS by your side, you’ll conquer every tide.
When GOD is at the helm, there is no need to worry: HE comforts and protects you; you’ll see there’s no need To hurry.
When GOD is at the helm, your heart waits patiently: HE shows
you how to pray, and peace HE leaves with thee.
When GOD is at the helm, HIS mercy HE provides: The grace
of HIS salvation, HIS truth always resides.
When GOD is at the helm, your goal is humility: HE leads you
forth in peace, and grants you tranquility.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

When GOD is at the helm, you learn to walk by faith: HE guides
you with HIS love, until you see HIM face to face.
When GOD is at the helm, your life is in HIS hands: HE holds
you with HIS care, So you’ll know how to stand.
When GOD is at the helm, your joy is in HIS glory: HE leads
you straight to JESUS, and HIS strength will be your story.
When GOD is at the helm, no weapon will prosper against you:
HE sees that you are faithful; HIS love will always keep you.
When GOD is at the helm, your love will harvest souls; to greet
GOD in HIS kingdom, He’ll bless you for your soul. “
Psalm 91:2
“I will say of the LORD He is my refuge and my fortress: my
GOD in Him will I trust.”
Psalm 48:14
“For this GOD is our GOD for ever and ever, HE will be our
guide even unto death.”

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and
First Lady Teresa L. Evans (have
a heart for the people), the Official Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church (The Ship), we trust that
your time with us, first as an honored visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail every
Wednesday starting our with our
Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00
am, followed by Wednesday in
the Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. We drop our
Anchor until Sundays, where we
set sail again with our Early
Morning Worship Service at 7:45
am, Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30 pm and finally our
Mid Morning Worship Service at
10:45 am. All are Welcomed to
use this Boarding Pass to experience the “It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much, we
owe Him at least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without
You! For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300
31st Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office:
(727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net - NOW

“Live Streaming”: Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available Call the Church at (727) 906-8300
– Monday – Friday from 9:00
AM – 3:00 PM.
BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH - February at the Ship
Mark Your Calendar
Season of Lent: February
14, 2018 until March 25, 2018:
Each year Pastor encourages
The Ship to join Him in fasting
and praying during this particular
season. Therefore, if your health
permits please consider becoming a part of the Lent Season
Prayer and Fasting Ministry. Select at least two of the following
items you are willing to give up
during the above mention dates.
Salt, Sweets, Steaks, Sea-food,
Sugar, Shopping, Social Media
and Sweets. Remember the
great Sacrifice our Savior made
for us. “These things come by
Fasting and Praying.” (Mark 9:
29)
Family Life Bible Conference, Theme: “Living in
Love....God's Design for Families”, Colossians 3:18-20, Ephesians 3:17-20--Registration is
underway. Conference starts on
March 5-6, 2018 – Opening Devotion & Lecturer 6:00-7:15 pm,
Biblical Learning Experience7:15-8:15 pm. March 7 (Wednes-

day Night Live), 2018 – Closing
Keynote Speaker (TBA) – 7:008:15 pm, Family Fellowship-8:159:00 pm. Please Sign-up for one
of the following: 1) For Better or
for Worst, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.:
Singles and Single Again (Divorce), 2) Building a Covenant
Relationship with Christ: The
Married Couple and 3) IROC – I
Rely On Christ: Teens and
Young Adults. The Conference
is opened to the Community.
Easter Sunday Morning
Schedule: April 1, 2018. Our
Service Times are Sunrise Service 6:45 am, 8:30 am Church Sunday School and 10:00 am
Resurrection Sunday Mid-Morning Worship.
SCHEDULED EVENTS:
Saturday, February 24, 2018,
from 9:00 am until 12:00 Noon –
Safety and Security Class, Pastor
Evans is encouraging ALL members of the Ship to be present at
this very important Seminar.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Saturday, February 24, 2018
from 10:00 am until 12:00 pm the
Women's Auxiliary Meeting with
be held at 2nd Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church, Rev. Marvin
Scott is Pastor, 2150 West Airport
Blvd., Sanford, Florida 32771,
please sign up for Bus Transportation as soon as possible, bus
will leave church at 7:00 am
sharp. Thank You, Sis. Cynthia
Pierce, Friendship Women's
Ministry Leader.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and the
entire family give thanks to
God for his continual mercy
and grace and abundant
blessings. We are grounded
in Christ-centered doctrine
that has at its core, our mission of creating a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and
thirsty for God’s word. Working together, as God leads
us, we strive to give God our
utmost praise for the awesome gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ and offer to our community the opportunity to
share in our praise.
New Members joining
St. Mark in 2017 were
treated to lunch by the Membership Ministry on Sunday
and had an opportunity to
learn additional information
about the various Ministry
opportunities available to
them.
Pastor Brown led us further in the series: ‘If You Get

It (A New Year) What Will
You Do With It?’ adding to
the subtopic ‘Doing What’s
Not Been Done’ the subject
“Getting On the Other Side
of the Wall” with the text
coming from Joshua 6. As
the series continues, we look
forward to the next message
and extend an invitation for
you to join us.
February, Black History
Month, presents us with an
opportunity to celebrate our
past and the accomplishment attained down through
the years by African Americans. In that spirit Usher
Board #1 will hold an African
American Dinner on February 17 @ 4:00 pm and the
Children & Youth Ministry
will present its Taste of Soul
Food on February 24 following the morning worship
service.
Additional
February
highlights: The Annual MidWinter Board 2-Day Session
of the South Florida Progressive Baptist Association will

be held February 9 & 10 at
the St. Mark M.B. Church in
Punta Gorda Florida and
Senior Mission #2 will hold
its 500 Women in Red’ Program on February 11 @3:30
pm. with Sis. Ruth Johnson
of New Jerusalem Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg as
the Speaker of the hour.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

McCabe United Methodist Church
McCabe
United
Methodist Church invites
the community to join them
in their Annual Black History Celebration. Local resident and McCabe church
member Leon Jackson will
be the keynote speaker for
this year’s event and will

share his story of being a
member of the ‘Courageous
12’.
The
‘Courageous
12’ were 12 former black police officers who faced racial
discrimination as members
of the St. Petersburg Police
Department and fought back

with a lawsuit against the
city in 1965.
The
celebration
is
at 2:00pm at 2800 26th Avenue South.
Rev. Jana Hall-Perkins is
the Senior Pastor. Join us in
this special celebration and
recognition.

Unity Temple of Truth Church

Paradise – Luke 23:43
Paradise is more than just a physical place;
it is a place in consciousness of Absolute Love,
Absolute Joy and Absolute Peace. Paradise begins in consciousness and then manifests in the
external world. Paradise is our utopia. It starts
with the highest and best that we can imagine
and then it goes on to exceed our wildest dream
and greatest imagination (Ephesians 3:20, 21).
Prior to reading this verse again, I always
thought of paradise as an inmate place, being
one on one with the Divine. As I examine the
verse closer, paradise is a social setting. Jesus
Christ articulated to the man on the right side

of the cross that he would be with him in paradise. Paradise is not paradise if I AM there
alone. There is something about sharing a
common bond with others that makes paradise,
paradise.
There is no loneliness in paradise. There is
no emptiness in paradise. There are no voids in
paradise. In paradise, there is no fear of being
alone or being the only one or being “an odd
ball.” Paradise is full of people who are just like
us. We don’t have to wait until we die to experience paradise. As Jesus stated, “Today you will
be me in paradise.”

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

It is Finished – John 19:30
The word, finished, means complete,
done, accomplished. When Jesus Christ said
that it was finished, he meant the perfect pattern has been established. The template for
each of us to live a holistically healthy, balanced and well-rounded life is complete
(John 10:10). No additional work needs to be
done in order for this unlimited possibility to
be available to all (Ephesians 1:3). Now that
we have the pattern and all of the raw materials required, it is up to each of us to create
the life that we desire.
It is finished means whatever we desire
is already accomplished in the heavenly
realm of ideas. It is up to us to bring it into
the earthly realm of manifestation. All of our
prayers have already been answered. It is
our job to move our good from the supernat-

ural realm into the natural realm where we
can experience it with our senses. All of our
requests have already been granted. It is our
responsibility to transform our blessings
from the invisible into the visible and from
the intangible into the tangible (Hebrews
11:1,6).
Whether we are holding the consciousness for health, wealth or harmony in relationships, it is finished (II Peter 1:3-4). Let us
operate in the awareness of the prosperity
that Jesus Christ, our Wayshower, has already set in motion for us. When we ride the
current of his thoughts, words and actions,
we have limitless currency (Hebrew 12:2).
There is no lack and limitation in our lives
when we know the truth that it is “It is
finished.”
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